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WELCOME to St. James Lutheran Church! May you know God’s grace, peace,
joy, and love as we hear the Holy Scriptures read, hear the Word of God preached,
and worship together this morning (in-person, via Live Stream or You Tube) in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

PRELUDE
Today, we welcome Presiding Minister, Pastor Tom Caruso.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
WAPOSTOLIC GREETING
The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C

And also with you.

WHYMN OF PRAISE
WPRAYER OF THE DAY
P
The Lord be with you.
C

And also with you.

P

Let us pray.
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We
worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us,
reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Jeremiah 23:1-6
1
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says
the Lord. 2Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you
have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. 3Then I
myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I
will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up
shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed,
nor shall any be missing, says the Lord.
5
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by
which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
Colossians 1:11-20
11
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you
be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who
has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has rescued us from the
power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
15
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things in
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17He himself is before
2

all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross.
WGOSPEL ACCLAMATN

WGOSPEL READING
P
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
C
Glory to God.
Luke 23:33-43
33
P
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34⟦Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they
do not know what they are doing.”⟧ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people
stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself
if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and
offering him sour wine, 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There
was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
39
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God,
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have been condemned
justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing
wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43He replied,
“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

P
C

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

PASTOR TOM CARUSO

WHYMN OF THE DAY

3

WNICENE CREED
L
Through Baptism into Christ we have been made alive and children of God.
Together we confess our faith.
C
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
Who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
WPEACE
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
OFFERING COLLECTION

4

WOFFERTORY

WINTERCESSORY PRAYER
L

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.

A brief silence.
We pray for your church. Embolden denominations and faith-based organizations in creative and
collaborative ministries and increase our work for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
We pray for the earth. Protect waterways from pollution and animal habitats from destruction
(local water sources or protected lands may be named). Guide us in careful stewardship of
waters, plant life, and animals. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
We pray for the nations of the world. Instill in every leader’s heart a desire for justice and peace.
Support the work of international collaborations that seek the goals of health and joy for all
people (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

5

We pray for all who are undermined or oppressed. Amplify the voices of the unheard and break
open stubborn systems of injustice. Bring about your righteousness and fill us all with your
redeeming light. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
We pray for this assembly. Guide our pastor/s, deacon/s, and council members in discernment,
and nurture new leaders with fresh ideas. Give this congregation a spirit of discipleship and
service. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give thanks for all who have died in the faith (especially). Console us who mourn and
comfort us with the beautiful promise of life in your kingdom. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.
L
C

Remember us in your love and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

WBLESSING
P

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

WRECESSIONAL HYMN
WDISMISSAL
L

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com.
LBW Holy Communion Setting Two
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